
The Hilliard Art Museum at 
the University of Louisiana at 

Lafayette has 
named archi-
tect and exhi-
bition design-
er Jonathan 
Boelkins as its 
new curator, 
bringing an 
experienced 
designer to 

the museum as it expands its 
programming, renovates a 

historic building and works to 
make its permanent collection 
more accessible.

Boelkins, who joined the mu-
seum this fall, will oversee its 
exhibitions and permanent col-
lection, which includes works 
ranging from ancient Egyptian 
artifacts to contemporary art 
by Louisiana artists.

His first exhibition, featur-
ing works from the collection, 
is scheduled to open in the 
spring.

The appointment comes as 
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Borden Dairy will close its 60-year-old Bertrand 
Drive plant in Lafayette, eliminating 150 jobs.

Company officials announced the closure to 
employees on Tuesday and confirmed the closure 
later in the day, Acadiana News First reported. 
The plant will cease operations Jan. 9.

In a statement provided to employees on Tues-
day and obtained by ANF, owner New Dairy/Bor-
den said it made the decision to permanently close 
the plant.

“We understand the profound impact this news 
has on our employees and their families,” the 
statement read. “We are fully committed to man-
aging these transitions with the utmost respect, 
dignity and support for our employees. We are 
actively coordinating with our customers and 
suppliers and will communicate operational ad-
justments directly as they occur.”

The number of employees had decreased from 
recent years. Data from the Lafayette Economic 
Development Authority had the employee count 
at 235 in its 2024-25 report.

It is believed to be the first plant closure for 
Borden since 2022, records show.

Borden filed for bankruptcy in 2020, and in 2021 
it was sold to Capitol Peak Partners for $340 mil-
lion.

Before its bankruptcy, Borden had 12 manu-
facturing facilities across the United States and 
more than 75 distribution centers. It was the only 
purchaser of milk for 259 independent family 

Borden Dairy 
to close 

Lafayette 
facility

150 jobs to be eliminated 
when plant is shuttered 

BY ADAM DAIGLE
Acadiana business editor

              6-3 RECORD BRINGS BIG QUESTIONS FOR LSU’S KIFFIN  1C

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY BRAD KEMP
Borden Dairy has operated a plant on Bertrand 
Drive in Lafayette for 60 years.

ä See BORDEN, page 4A

WASHINGTON — House Majority Lead-
er Steve Scalise lost his bid to lead 
Republicans when they assume the 
minority next year, ending a historic 
three-year period when the two top 

leaders in the lower 
chamber were both 
from Louisiana.

House Judiciary 
Committee Chair 
Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, 
will become House 
minority leader af-
ter winning a secret 
106-73 vote. He will 

be the highest-ranking Republican 
official come Jan. 3, when the 120th 
Congress takes office.

Scalise, R-Jefferson, is now set to 
return to the rank and file in the next 
Congress.

“I look forward to supporting my 
colleagues and continuing to fight 

for the American people,” Scalise 
wrote on X Tuesday evening, con-
gratulating the new leadership.

Senate Republicans, who also lost 
the majority in last week’s midterm 
elections, were more forgiving of 
their leadership. GOP senators 
reelected Majority Leader John 
Thune, R-S.D., as their chief.

Scalise’s fellow LSU alum, Speaker 
Mike Johnson, R-Benton, bowed out 
of leadership for the next Congress 
after voters repudiated President 
Donald Trump and Republican gov-
erning priorities in the elections last 
week. Johnson has led the House 
since October 2023, with Scalise as 
his top lieutenant — it is the first 

time in history the institution’s two 
top leaders are from the same state.

Johnson refused to say who he 
voted for but noted that Jordan had 
been a mentor when he arrived in 
2017. He also rejected the notion 
that a majority of House Republi-
cans were angered at the election 
results. Democrats went from 214 
House seats — 218 are needed to win 
the majority — to at least 256 seats 
in the next Congress with a couple 
dozen races still to be decided.

“The election of Jim Jordan is a 
sign of the members’ confidence for 
him,” Johnson said. “The signal be-
ing sent here is we are ready for the 
fight. … Jim Jordan knows how to do 
this.”

Jordan said at the same news con-
ference that the Republican minor-
ity will oppose Democrats in com-
mittee, on the floor and on the stump 
“every single day.” “Over the next 

BY MARK BALLARD
Staff writer

Ohio Rep. Jim Jordan elected minority leader

Scalise loses bid  
to lead House GOP

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTO BY JACQUELYN MARTIN
House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-Jefferson, talks with reporters after a House GOP leadership candidate forum 
and before elections for the 120th Congress on Tuesday.

“I look forward to supporting my 
colleagues and continuing to 

fight for the American people.”
REP. STEVE SCALISE,  

in a post on X

ä See SCALISE, page 7A

Jordan

BY KRISTIN ASKELSON
Staff writer

Hilliard Art Museum 
hires new curator
Move amid major expansion, renovation

Boelkins

ä See CURATOR, page 7A

The Trump administration is 
investing nearly $500 million in 
a new program to modernize off-
shore drilling platforms and old 
pipelines in the shallow waters of 
the Gulf off the coast of Louisiana, 
a move the administration says 
will stimulate domestic oil and gas 
production and create new jobs. 

At an event in Luling on Tues-

day, U.S. Energy Secretary Chris 
Wright announced that the Depart-
ment of Energy has loaned $480 
million to Texas-based Arena En-
ergy, an offshore oil and gas pro-
ducer, to modernize 22 platforms, 
build or refurbish 450 miles of 
pipelines and allow Arena to oper-
ate a second drilling rig.

The loan will cover 80% of Proj-
ect Elkhorn, as the initiative is 
called. Once completed, it is ex-
pected to more than double the 
company’s rate of oil production 
and significantly increase its natu-
ral gas production in an area called 
Southern Eugene Island about 170 

BY JONAH MEADOWS
Staff writer

Shallow water drilling 
off La. coast gets boost
Energy Department 

loans $480M  
to Texas firm

ä See SHALLOW, page 4A

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO
An oil platform stands in the Gulf 
off the Louisiana coast near Grand 
Isle.
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Installation
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Safety. Style.
Stress-Free
Installation.

farms across the country, 
records show. Its custom-
ers included Walmart, Star-
bucks, Food Lion and inde-
pendent school districts.

Following its Chapter 11 
bankruptcy and subsequent 
acquisition, Borden Dairy 
scaled back and consolidat-
ed its footprint.

By late 2022, after closing 
plants in Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Illinois and Wisconsin, 
the Lafayette facility was 
one of just five fluid milk 
plants Borden still operated 
nationwide alongside sites in 
Ohio, Kentucky, Georgia and 
Florida.

The Borden Company of-
ficially opened the facility 
at 1308 Bertrand Drive in 
late April 1966 with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at-

tended by Lafayette Mayor 
J. Rayburn Bertrand. The 
33,400-square-foot facility 
featured modern equipment 
and processing procedures 
at the time, archives show.

In its early years, the 
plant was a vital economic 
anchor for local agricul-
ture. By 1967, the center 
employed 92 people with an 
annual payroll of $711,839. 
During 1967 alone, Borden 

spent more than $2.11 mil-
lion buying fluid milk from 
dairy farmers within Lafay-
ette Parish and a 25-mile 
radius, distributing prod-
ucts across eight Acadiana 
parishes.

When Borden closed its 
Baton Rouge facility on 
Plank Road in 2013, it con-
solidated those Louisiana 
bottling operations into the 
Lafayette plant.

BORDEN
Continued from page 1A

miles southwest of New Or-
leans.

“This is an area of the 
shelf that we call the ten-
derloin,” Arena Energy CEO 
Mike Minarovic said. “It has 
the best prospects, the best 
opportunities to continue 
the shelf for as long as pos-
sible.”

Wright along with other 
federal and state officials 
joined staff of Arena and its 
affiliated companies, White 
Fleet Drilling and Rosefield 
Pipeline, at the announce-
ment of the new infrastruc-
ture project. Company of-
ficials said it would bring 
2,400 construction jobs and 
400 permanent operations 
roles to the Gulf, where 
Arena already has nearly 
400 contractors.

The project signals a 
return to shallow water 
drilling in the coast, once 
the mainstay of the state’s 
energy industry. Over the 
past two decades, many ma-
jor oil companies sold off 
their shallow-water Gulf 
platforms, as fields became 
depleted, and moved into 
deeper water, which offered 
far greater returns on their 
investment. 

In the years since, they 
have sold their assets to 
newer, smaller companies 
like Arena, which was 
founded in 1999 and bought 
its Eugene Island assets 
from Chevron in 2016. 
Since then, it has drilled 26 
wells in depths of 110 to 180 
feet.

Greg Upton, executive 
director of LSU Energy In-
stitute, said higher oil prices 
and new technology make 
drilling in mature fields on 
the continental shelf more 
profitable and efficient, es-
pecially in places where 
production can come online 
relatively quickly. 

“Investment in the Gulf 
has increasingly shifted to-
ward deepwater projects, 
which tend to favor larger 
companies with the capital 
to undertake major devel-
opments,” Upton said. “This 
investment focuses instead 
on extending the productive 
life of existing shelf infra-
structure.”

First time

Wright said the project 
was only possible with gov-
ernment assistance, point-
ing to a lack of private fi-
nancing for offshore drilling 
in shallower waters of the 
continental shelf, despite 
plenty of available capital 
for on-shore and deepwater 
projects.

“This is a loan that leads to 
development that otherwise 
would not happen or would 
happen at a much slower 
pace,” Wright said. “It’s like if 
you had to build a home with-
out a mortgage, you would 
build your home very slowly.“

It’s the first time an oil or 
gas company has been the 
recipient of a loan from the 
Office of Energy Dominance 
Financing, which was known 
as the Office of Loan Financ-
ing when it was created two 
decades earlier. 

Last year, the Trump ad-
ministration rebranded the 
program after Congress 
eliminated a requirement 
for its loans to support en-
ergy infrastructure proj-
ects like wind and solar that 
would reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.

“President Trump got 
elected to reverse policies 
that were making it harder 
to do that in our country, 

standing in the way of en-
ergy production and cel-
ebrating the closure of coal 
plants or large manufactur-
ing facilities, pushing in-
dustry outside of our coun-
try,” Wright said. “That just 
makes no sense.”

Wright said his depart-
ment isn’t feeling any time 
pressure to get the money 
out the door before shifts in 
the political climate.

The loan, he said, will 
“quite easily” get paid back 
from the cash flow of the 
new wells as they are devel-
oped, plus the federal gov-
ernment will get an estimat-
ed $1.5 billion in additional 
royalties.

Minarovic said his com-
pany will put up about $120 
million as part of Project 
Elkhorn over the next five 
years, with another $2.5 bil-
lion of private investment to 
pay for the drilling. 

“A simple way to look at 
this is that the landowner 
— the federal government 
in this case — owns a signifi-
cant royalty interest, and the 
landowner wants to encour-
age development by offer-
ing an infrastructure loan to 
the company that is willing 
to develop that acreage and 
commit to significant drill-
ing capital,” Minarovic said.

Banks are not interested 

in investing in these aging 
oil and gas assets, Minarov-
ic said. Arena has already 

spent about $30 million on 
some of the decaying plat-
forms to bring them back 
online after they were shut-
tered by their previous op-
erator. 

“So we stepped into their 
shoes and purchased those 
properties, usually for aban-
donment obligations, be-
cause they had a significant 
abandonment obligation,” he 
said. “Then we had to invest 
in the infrastructure to get 
these things up and running 
again, because there was 
corrosion and there were a 
lot of issues.”

Dustin Davidson, secre-
tary of the Louisiana De-
partment of Conservation 
and Energy, said the project 
will also preserve opportu-
nities for recreational fish-
ing, with Arena committing 
to the “rigs to reefs” pro-
gram to preserve the ma-
rine habitats that have de-
veloped on platforms over 
decades.

“Arena has taken steps to 
make sure that that habi-
tat stays in place and also 
worked very hard to ensure 
that the federal government 

recognizes that habitat just 
as much as we do here in 
Louisiana,” Davidson said.

Davidson suggested Proj-
ect Elkhorn would also help 
pay for the state’s coastal 
restoration efforts. 

But because Gulf Coast 
states’ share of federal off-
shore oil and gas royalties 
awarded under the Gulf of 
Mexico Energy Security 
Act reaches its maximum 
amount every year, more 
drilling revenue is not ex-
pected to translate to more 
revenue for the state, ac-
cording to Upton.  

“We project that eligible 
revenues will continue to 
reach the cap for the fore-
seeable future,” he said. 
“As long as the cap remains 
binding, additional federal 
royalties will not translate 
into larger GOMESA pay-
ments to Louisiana or its 
coastal parishes.”

Email Jonah Meadows 
at jonah.meadows@
theadvocate.com.

SHALLOW
Continued from page 1A

STAFF PHOTO BY JONAH MEADOWS
U.S. Energy Secretary Chris Wright announces the Energy Department’s first loan to an oil 
and gas producer through the Energy Dominance Financing Program, a $480 million loan to 
Texas-based Arena Energy, at an event Tuesday in Luling.
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Always a hit! A high-quality, fun variety
of snack-size treats. (2 lbs. 1.5oz. net wt.)

...and more!

• Summer Sausages
•Wisconsin Cheeses
• Petits Fours & Tortes

• Bonbons
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• Preserves

*$8.99 minimum merchan-
dise order required. If sent
with other items, NO ad-
ditional delivery fee.
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tomer. Expires 12/15/26.
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or ask for
it when
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shipping will be applied on all shipments. Offer does not include upgraded shipping charges and is limited to the contiguous United States. Minimum purchase of $89
or more per shipping address to qualify for free gift to that address. Gift Cards, Certificates, Wine, Last Minute Gifts, Gift Baskets, Caviar, and Custom Cuts do not count
toward the minimum free gift requirements. Your free gift will ship per address and must ship with an order. 1 free gift per shipping address. While supplies last. This offer
cannot be combined with any other offer and is not valid on pending or prior purchases. Limit of 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. Items may be substituted due
to inventory limitations. Other restrictions may apply. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expiration 12/31/26. | 26M10423 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4172 | 1.866.240.4170
Ask for 8 FREE smash burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CBR

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2 Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
2 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4 Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)
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Renewal by Andersen
Impact Resistant

Windows

After 30 years, Fibrex material
is still 2x stronger than vinyl+

Call us b efore November 30 to schedule
your FREE in-home consultation

225-523-2528
10414 Plaza Americana Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Take$359OFF
every window*

Plus
$779
OFF
every
door*

With
0 down, 0 payments,

and 0% interest for 24 months*

*Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase
of 4 or more windows and/or entry or patio doors. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for a free Window and Door Diagnosis
must be made and documented between 11/1/26 and 11/30/26, with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after
the initial contact. 24-Month Promo Period financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit only. During the Promo
Period, no payments are required and interest accrues but will be waived if the promo balance is paid in full before the Promo Period
expires. Any unpaid balance remaining after the Promo Period, including accrued interest, will be repaid under the terms outlined in
the customer’s loan agreement. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher interest rates may apply for customers with lower credit ratings.
Financing is not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance
terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen
retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements.
Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to
lenders interested in financing. Call 866-936-0602 for financing costs and terms. Loans for the GreenSky® consumer loan program
are offered and made by federally insured, federal or state chartered financial institutions providing credit without regard to age, race,
color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, or familial status. A list of financial institutions currently providing loans through
the GreenSky® Program is available at www.greensky.com/bank-partners. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of
your lender, NMLS #1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed
to banks and other financial institutions for their use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is a
financial technology company that manages the GreenSky®consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to
banks and other financial institutions that make or hold program loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders.
All credit decisions and loan terms are determined by program lenders. By responding to this offer, you agree to the Terms and Privacy
Policy and consent to receive marketing communications from Renewal by Andersen and its affiliates, including calls, prerecorded
messages, AI-assisted calls, emails, and text messages (SMS/MMS) at the phone number and email address provided, even if your
number is listed on a state or federal Do Not Call registry. Consent is not required as a condition of purchase. Message and data rates
may apply. Calls may be recorded. Renewal by Andersen is an independently owned and operated retailer. “Renewal by Andersen”
and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2026 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. +Ultimate
Tensile Strength. Six window units were tested in a Minnesota home 30 years after installation. Visit renewalbyandersen.com for
warranty information. †It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all of the following requirements: easy
to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for
exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details.
‡See Renewal by Andersen®Products and Installation Transferable Limited Warranty for details.
For J.D. Power 2025 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

Executive Director Molly 
Rowe works to strengthen 
the museum’s connections to 
the university and the Aca-
diana community while ex-
panding its presence in the 
national and international 
arts world.

A Lafayette native whose 
career has included arts 
consulting work in New 
York and internationally, 
Rowe outlined that vision 
when she was named execu-
tive director, emphasizing 
the museum’s potential to 
connect the region’s distinc-
tive cultural traditions with 
broader artistic conversa-
tions.

Boelkins brings experi-
ence that aligns with those 
goals.

Most recently, he designed 
the exhibition for “PORCH: 
An Architecture of Generos-
ity,” the United States Pavil-
ion presentation at the 2025 
Venice Architecture Bien-
nale in Italy.

He also designed “A South 
Forty,” an exhibition exam-
ining contemporary archi-
tecture and design in the 
American South, now at the 
National Building Museum 
in Washington, D.C.

His career includes a de-
cade teaching at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas Fay Jones 
School of Architecture and 
Design and UL Lafayette’s 
School of Architecture and 
Design.

He also co-edited “Radical 
Practice: The Work of Mar-
lon Blackwell Architects,” 
which received a 2023 Pen-
Craft Book Award.

“A university museum 
should be where a region’s 
most important questions 
are asked in public,” Rowe 

said in an announcement 
published by the museum. 
“Curators who think like 
scholars and build like de-
signers are rare, and Jona-
than is both.”

Boelkins joins the Hilliard 
during a period of expansion 
and investment.

The museum is renovating 
its A. Hays Town building, a 
project expected to nearly 
double its capacity for com-
munity and educational pro-
grams.

For the first time, the mu-
seum also is photographing, 
digitizing and documenting 
every object in its perma-
nent collection, an effort in-
tended to make its holdings 
more accessible.

Attendance at public pro-
grams has doubled over the 
past 18 months, according to 
the museum, which also re-
ports receiving internation-
al recognition for its digital 
programming.

Boelkins said the collec-
tion’s range presents oppor-
tunities to introduce visitors 
to works they might other-
wise never encounter.

“To me, the collection de-
fies easy explanation or 
definition, and that is a great 
point in its favor,” he said in 
an interview published by 
the museum.

He said digitization could 
help more people experi-
ence the collection while 
maintaining a connection to 
the artists who created the 
works.

“My hope for the digitiza-
tion of the collection is that 
we communicate that same 
connection to an ever-wider 
audience, to share the beau-
ty and wonder of work that 
spans millennia,” he said.

Boelkins said his architec-
tural background influences 
how he approaches exhibi-
tions, particularly the rela-
tionship between artwork, 

natural light and the spaces 
in which art is displayed.

His approach also reflects 
the balance between local 
identity and international 
connections that Rowe has 
emphasized in her leader-
ship of the museum.

Boelkins said he hopes the 
museum’s exhibitions will 
help visitors explore the 
connections between south 
Louisiana’s history, land-
scape and culture and the 
wider world.

“I hope the galleries will 
feel like portals into other 
times, places, and dimen-
sions, opportunities to travel 
without leaving Lafayette,” 
he told the museum.

The renovation of the A. 
Hays Town building also 
presents opportunities to 
connect the museum’s in-
door galleries with its out-
door spaces, including the 
plaza, porches and lawn, he 
said.

Boelkins grew up in North 
Dakota and Pennsylvania. 
His early interest in art was 
encouraged by his mother, 
an elementary school teach-
er, and an aunt who intro-
duced him to art classes and 
the Carnegie Museum of Art 
in Pittsburgh.

He holds a master’s degree 
in advanced architectural 
design from Washington 
University in St. Louis and 
bachelor’s degrees from the 
University of Arkansas and 
Geneva College.

For Boelkins, making the 
museum welcoming to stu-
dents and visitors who may 
find art institutions intimi-
dating is another priority.

“I also want students to 
know that the museum is a 
place where people are free 
to dream and to imagine how 
things might be otherwise, 
how they might be better,” 
he said in the museum inter-
view.

CURATOR
Continued from page 1A

two years House Republi-
cans will fight for American 
families,” he said.

Democrats are expected to 
select House Minority Lead-
er Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 
as the first Black speaker of 
the House in January.

‘Battle-tested’
Scalise faced Republican 

members wanting a clean 
sweep after such a stag-
gering loss for the GOP last 
week.

Scalise’s pitch Tuesday 
morning leaned into his 
mastery of Congress’s some-
times bewildering rules, 
coupled with his deep knowl-
edge of the wants and needs 
of the often-fractured House 
Republican Conference. He 
also reminded colleagues of 
tens of millions of dollars 
he has raised and distrib-
uted to his colleagues, along 
with tireless campaigning in 
their districts.

Jordan, 62, said he was 
“battle-tested.” He argued 
that he would “spotlight how 
radical” the Democrats are 
while presenting alterna-
tives and connecting direct-
ly with voters. He was first 
elected in 2007 and was a 
co-founder of the ultra-con-
servative House Freedom 
Caucus.

House Republican mem-
bers also reelected Rep. 
Tom Emmer, R-Minn., as the 
House Minority Whip, which 
is second-in-command for 
the party out of power, for 
the next two years. He de-
feated Rep. August Pfluger, 
R-Texas.

Rep. Lisa McClain, R-
Mich., was chosen as chair 
of the Republican Confer-
ence, and Rep. Brian Jack, 
R-Ga., was elected to chair 
the congressional GOP’s 
campaign arm.

All Republican members 
who will serve next year, in-
cluding representatives new 
to Congress, were allowed 
to vote, as were GOP candi-

dates whose runoffs are still 
pending. That includes state 
Sen. Blake Miguez, R-New 
Iberia, who is in a Decem-
ber runoff in Louisiana’s 6th 
Congressional District, and 
state Rep. Gabe Firment, 
R-Pollock, who is in a runoff 
for the 5th Congressional 
District. Both Miguez and 
Firment were in Washington 
to attend briefings for new 
members.

After serving in the Loui-
siana Legislature for a dozen 
years, Scalise came to the 
House in May 2008 to re-
place Bobby Jindal, who had 
been elected governor. He 
won reelection last week to 
his district, which includes a 

handful of precincts in up-
town New Orleans but most-
ly covers the heavily GOP 
suburbs of Jefferson and 
southeast parishes, along 
with the north shore of Lake 
Pontchartrain.

He rose from chair of the 
Republican Study Commit-
tee to become the GOP whip 
in both the majority and 

minority from 2014 to 2023, 
when Scalise’s bid to replace 
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., 
as House speaker came up 
short, as did Jordan’s ef-
fort for the post. After three 
weeks of disarray, Scalise 
endorsed elevating John-
son from the back bench to 
speaker and he was elected 
House Majority Leader.

He was nearly killed in 
2017 when a gunman opened 
fire on GOP players practic-
ing for the annual congres-
sional baseball game against 
Democratic members to 
benefit charity. In 2023, 
Scalise had to take off a few 
weeks to successfully treat a 
blood cancer.

What’s next for Johnson?
Unlike recent Republican 

speakers who quit the House 
entirely after losing the 
party’s majority and thus 
control of the legislative 
agenda, Johnson told report-
ers Monday that he plans to 
remain in office throughout 
the rest of the year.

But he did not commit to 
returning to Congress next 
year to continue represent-

ing people who live along the 
state’s western border from 
the Arkansas line to Cam-
eron Parish.

“I’m still in charge here 
until early January,” John-
son told reporters Monday, 
according to a MSNOW vid-
eo of the news conference. 
“We’re going to do our duty. 
And after that, my commit-
ment and my objective is to 
help my team ensure that the 
Republican Party has a very 
successful 120th Congress. 
We’ll see how that develops.”

Johnson will keep his se-
curity detail for two more 
years. Whether he receives 
other perks, like a hideaway 
office in the Capitol itself 
and more staff, will depend 
on the role he chooses in 
January.

Johnson added that he is 
close to both Scalise and 
Jordan. Trump praised both 
candidates.

Email Mark Ballard at 
mballard@theadvocate.
com.
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STAFF PHOTO BY ALLISON ROBBERT
House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-Jefferson, center, heads to the House GOP 
leadership forum at the Capitol on Tuesday.


